
[image: image1.jpg]\(\n:e rmus,-/{®



[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg]*\(\)H Mgy,



[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]











Kindermusik on the Web:  www.kindermusik.com      8/31/11
*Please be prompt.  Latecomers can be very distracting to children.  If you are late, please come in quietly and join in.  I am unable to wait for latecomers.  I will start classes on time.  

*Please bring any necessities in a bag to class and leave the bag in the closet in the classroom. We need the teaching area to be as free of distracting ‘things’ as possible.  You may way to bring a blanket for your baby.  Bottles or nursing are permitted during class, but please NO sippy cups or ‘finger foods’ as they can spill.  You may use the Waiting Area for sippy cups or ‘finger foods.’ Your Home materials are NOT needed in class.  

*I hope that you will get to be friends with other families in our class and that you’ll want to meet before and after. I know music class is a social time for many parents, but PLEASE LEAVE THE CHATTING FOR BEFORE AND AFTER CLASS! Talking during class is disruptive, distracting (for the children, other parents and the educator) and sets a bad example for your child.
*Village classes are a partnered child/caregiver class.  Due to lack of space and attention needed for the enrolled child, extra children and adults cannot be accommodated.  The adult must focus on the student enrolled in class.  If another adult wants to visit, please ask, there is limited space for adult visitors.  Extra people (adults and other children) are distracting.  

*Adults are needed to participate enthusiastically.  Be a kid!!  We sing, move, play instruments, make noises, listen, etc.  Relax and have fun.  You are required to participate.  Parent participation absolutely essential!  Children will learn by watching you!
*Please dress comfortably, and feel free to go barefoot or socks or shoes are fine, too . . . be prepared for a workout. You may not need to go to the gym this semester!  If you remove your shoes/socks, please put them on the shelf or in the closet out of reach of little ones.  Please note…barefoot is BEST for babies!  
*If your child becomes quite upset, please take him/her for a brief walk outside of the class to calm down, then return to class.

*The classes are designed for self-discovery.  Let your child feel free to safely explore the musical environment.  There is no right and wrong here!  Don’t worry if your child wants to mouth things.  Instruments/props will be cleaned after the class.  
*Babies learn through constant repetition. Keep on playing the CD at home (you legally can make one copy), utilize the other Home Materials and try new ways of doing the activities. New ideas are always encouraged in class, we can all learn from each other! By the way, you may tire of the CD music long before your little one does! “Play it again, Mommy,” means your little one is learning.

*Stay home if child or adult are ill.

Village  covers a wide range of baby developmental stages:  lap baby, crawler and walker. Suggestions will be made of various ways to do the activities but you will need to adapt them to a level that is comfortable for both you and your baby. There is no ‘wrong’ or ‘right’ way to do any activity.  This may change from lesson to lesson so be prepared to be creative! What sets Kindermusik apart from other programs is the fact that it is “child-centered.” You and your baby will experience each activity in a way that will be different from anyone else’s in the class. Adapting each activity to fit your baby’s stage of development, personality and temperament will help you both participate fully in class and reap the most benefits.

The Kindermusik philosophy values the education of the whole child in mind, spirit and body.  It also wishes to educate you, the parent, as to why these activities are important to your child’s development.  In class we will balance the education of your child by experiencing both vestibular (ear and balance) and visceral (gut and heart) stimulation.  In Village  we will open each class with a gentle gathering time, and throughout the remainder of the class we will experience a wide range of movement such as rocking, bouncing, flying, swooping and special attention to vocal development through play activities.

Lap Babies: Those of you with lap babies will probably have the easiest time. Your baby will still be light enough to lift and dance with easily – and may even lie still during massage time! 

Crawlers & Walkers: Once baby can crawl or walk that is all they will want to do! You may perceive that they do not look interested in class, but there is a lot of purposeful stimulation in class, and babies sort through stimuli in their own way. Above all, don’t worry! They are still absorbing-and learning-even as they move around the room. Remember, most of their learning will happen at home so be sure to continue the Kindermusik experience at home with your CD and other Home Materials.  

A Positive Class Experience is created by not pushing a child into doing the activities, but instead to encourage it.  If the children are doing the activities at home, they are benefiting from the Kindermusik program.  Home participation is much more important than class participation!
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